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SPECIEl D] stricts in General (deflnltlons
ECS0 m;r 0O)F creating them, statistics)

2 50 eCl ;‘E Dlstrlcts State Policies
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_"’tBasm Reporting Requirements
e Failure to Comply / Technical Assistance
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“oecjer ‘districts are similar to
mbicipalities and counties except that
S[PEC jal dlstrlcts are units ofi special-

~ pu pose government as opposed to units
== =0f general-purpose government

.‘__'.' ,(specnal districts govern a specific public
function through a governing board with
policy making powers)



Y/ ha; @pgggljlls-t-rd

e il

> Spec]a}f" are created by general
evirspecial act, local ordinance, or by rule
of rmwvr overnor and Cabinet

= _yrz a1 dlstrlcts operate within a limited
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~geographical area
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ommb jity  college districts

i Qle and Micecosukee Tribe special
_— hJ,,L,E ovement districts

= unlc:lpal Service Taxing or Benefit Units

== s Boards providing electrical service that are
a political subdivision of a municipality or
part of a municipality
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siaiinancial reporting and other purposes,
519 e(JrIJ TS’[FICtS are classified as either:

ﬁdent (usually created by counties and
mu |C|paI|t|es but exceptions apply)

- -..-h-_

: —Thdependent (usually created by the Florida
_‘"_-""'P =*’_-Leg|slature but exceptions apply)
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IWEBSt ONE! of the following applles

T fle 53’ ;:lal district’si governing board members are
aime as those of a City or county

|ty or county may remove the special district’s
governlng board members at will during un-expired
—— terms

-~ — A city or county approves the special district’s budget
— A city or county may veto the special district’s budget




poEpendent Status s

o e gogg al district does not have any
en characterlstlcs

e S c aI district may be located Iin
Sore iIﬁan one county
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Szlie NG heard e appomted o) elected
memoef’\ WhO nave the expertise to focus on the specific
C ommlm By needs and issues the special district is
ciclelfass g

IMEY 19 rewde more opportunities for citizens to get
m_ve- Ved in gevernment at the community level since it's
- Spossible for them to serve on the district’s governing
,.__-._ Board and it's more convenient for citizens to attend

~ — governing board meetings, which are usually held near

—_— ’tﬁelr homes

~= Allow municipalities and counties to focus on general
government issues
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Gener;_g" 10 pay/ fiel projected grewin

WiieUpUting an excessive burden; on other
teL(gely/e s and governments, since only those
Wherbenefit from the special district’s services
- are equwed 1o pay

— _ﬂ’lsure accountability of public resources, since
~ special districts are held to the same high
~ standards as cities and counties (e.g., ethics,
Goevernment-in-the-Sunshine, reporting, financial

disclosure laws)
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HOIECT OOPErtY values By assuring property
VIIEYS 5‘ nat thelr roads, water and' sewer lines,
zlp)el Qt a1 essential facilities and services will
rQL ue te be maintained

=S50 Ve money for affected citizens by selling tax-
== "“fexempt bonds, purchasing essential goods and
- senvices tax-free, and participating in state
- _programs and initiatives, such as state-term
contracting
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WhiyAdorwe have specialsdist

SNVIEtan the financial integrity of the special
(IJJFFJLE_-( Ilmltlng its liability to civil lawsuits and
orovlch g State assistance in the event of a
'mm =a| emergency

S

RECH |t gualified employees by offering

= governmental employment benefits and

- incentives, such as possible participation in the
- Florida Retirement System
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f June 2008  June 2009
Jeoemlemr 4 600 616
JrJrJéoer o] ﬂt 996 1,013
'_;-:;-:: Fc‘bunty 1,527 1,560
= 4\/Iu1“u -County 69 69
- Total 1,596* 1,629*

*Ten districts dissolved during this time.
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Iiction (out of 59)

SEUnIty Development

Cor(Jr_ﬁ? Redevelopment 183 240]0)

~ |Drainage & Water Control 96 96
_-:-'T"-ﬁéij_sing Authorities 92 93
*EFire' Control & Rescue 65 66
Solll & Water Conservation 63 63
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ol nty 06/08 | 06/09

rJJHJOOfDlIC‘ | 135 139
]\/IJrlmJ ade 99 103
Lee 98 98
; ’j: | 1B 93 94
| Broward 90 92

Manatee 73 75
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publlc puUrpese and must be held
E Table {0

publlc

e _-ountles and municipalities

' = state agencies

——— ‘Must comply with financial reporting

- — Must cooperate and coordinate activities with
cities and counties and state agencies



B OMVAS|S C|a dlstrlcts are he

u ifiorm Special District
tablllty Act of 1989 (Chapter

ntrallzed location for legislation governing
== _:_.-— I1 special districts (e.g., definitions, creation,
— dissolution, elections, reporting requirements,
- "':* “penalties for noncompliance, etc.)

— Creates the Special District Information
Program to administer the Act
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caI assistance and clearinghouse program to
ur ‘that special districts are a viable part of

S communities:

"spemal districts remain accountable to state and local
ernment and citizens

: f“GVldes technical assistance to special districts when notified of
o .c:ertam non-compliance issues; when necessary, initiates legal
= enforcement

“— = Naintains the Florida Special District Handbook Online to help
- special districts comply with the requirements of Chapter 189,
- Florida Statutes

— Sponsors training opportunities
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http://www.floridaspecialdistricts.org/handbook/
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BYElps citizens understand:
SISIE! 1@1 districts in general
\/\/m ‘they can do when they are unhappy with a
Je _ C|al district’s decision or policy

= Eips counties and municipalities:

f.._-, ~ » Understand how they can address community
-~ issues and generate revenues through special
=~ districts

; ' ® Coordinate financial and other reporting with
special districts

—

i District Information S
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SMSEIPSMeNE than 685 state and local agencies

coofellnl rf act|V|t|es and monitor special districts
by: = F-
— C "ﬁUoust gathering and updating special district
. *;:. :@rmatlon and making It available through the
== SOLIEILLIst of Special Districts. Online
"j_:, — Determining whether an entity is a special district,
. - and If so, Its iIndependent or dependent status (for

financial reporting and other purposes)
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http://www.floridaspecialdistricts.org/OfficialList/index.cfm
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RONEstal person

Auom,* avallable to help with Chapter
16 “Florida Statutes, legal guestions

_,.-
=

= SISL ﬁorted by $175 annual fee paid by
JLPﬂ(TSt special districts

~ _ Annual Special District Fee Invoice and
Update Form (October 1)
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NG A Document & Map
o ;xe- Agent & Office
y _ Public Meeting Schedule

2 _;'r.ﬁ;é?-':f'-' ?etlrement System Reports

—

'ﬁﬁ'u'a Financial Audit Report

. A‘nnua Financial Report
“e Two Bond Reports
® Three Public Facilities Reports




AEEzion Document & Map (as amended)

t:|al districts file with:
‘ial District Information Program

-
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%gue e d Agent & Office (name address,
egmealll telephone, fax number)

= AL Iﬁ peual districts must keep this
_|=J'5 ﬁr_matlon Up-to-date with:

_* -_._,_--.

_ ~ e Special District Information Program

~ *The city (City Clerk) or county (Clerk of the Circuit
-~ Court) in which the district Is located
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eI rul|c Meeting Schedule (date

Wige ar.;e Jocation of each scheduled
meer G )

— ALL spemal districts must publish this

_h__l.
i —_—

-:- ﬂr schedule and file it quarterly, semiannually, or

et e

~  annually, with:

S * The city (City Clerk) or county (Clerk of the Circuit
Court) in which the district is located

_-—‘

- R

| ﬁ - _
SEISICAREL 'GT{-E&.B‘G(] uiremﬁg“'




-
-

JElS c =por _ﬁg_;eqw-rem%"

©48 hrequ' 1t System Reports if
210 oJ]ca'
i arlal Impact Statement for Propoesed
_r«* an Amendments

I -h-_* .__
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= _*“ . Actuarial Valuation Report
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=— ?‘ Defined Contribution Report

— File with Department of Management
Services, Division of Retirement
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vl Einanciall Audit Report:
= rﬂf‘—‘J Old

r{r enues or expenditures greater than $100,000

:R’evenues or expenditures between $50,000 and
—— +$1OO 000 If a financial audit was not required the
“—-". = previous two fiscal years
?-'.1: Note Dependent special districts that are
- component units (GASB 14, as amended) may
pe included in the audit of the appropriate
county or municipality




2 AflfitENE ~a icla Audlt Report

— Flle WJ

SHALC rtor General (two copies) within 45 days after
= ei‘very ofi the audit, but no later than 12 months

-
—__

= ¢ Zer the fiscal year end (September 30)
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el Einancial Report (reflects revenues, expenditures,

£lf)cl Joru— erm lialonliy)

= |i"-\.

— All mrlm endent special districts must file directly with the
_)\:)Er— ment of Financial Services

e ‘_F-;' i:EIEpendent special districts that are not a component unit of a

_;"'__ .r:-é — Cliy or county must file directly with the Department of Financial
= ‘S”erwces

— —'_ Al dependent special districts that are a component unit of a city

- or county must make their financial information available to the
city' or county in time to be included in their Annual Financial
Report
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> Arini] rllaf—ﬁ lancial Report is due:

— [f ez d|t IS reguired:

- W 1n 45 days after delivery of the audit, but no

:;* er than 12 months after the fiscal year end

_n; ;;':-: September 30). Include one copy of the audit.
If an audit I1s not required:

= =By April 30
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el Fnancial Report

— g glec mnlcally withi the Department of
rJerlFH aI Services at:

- _I:. i
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mvflorldacfo com/aadir/localgov



http://www.myfloridacfo.com/aadir/localgov
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= File elect Gmcally with the State Board of Administration,
_)J\/IJJJIJ e Bond Finance at:

I--_

m s/ /AW, shafla. com/issue/

‘_I—.'-_
"-l.' _._.__'_-

'__- 4. Advanced Notice of Bond Sale — the day before or sooner
.When*selllng certain general obligation or revenue bonds, or
= closing on any similar long-term debt instrument

- B

il i i
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2 2. Bond Information/Disclosure Form — within 120 days after
- ' the delivery of new general obligation bonds, revenue bonds, or
any long-term debt that is outstanding for more than 12 months

o
-._-—-'I"


https://www.sbafla.com/issue/
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> Trifee r;e olic Facilities Reports

— Mlesji] JF ependent districts must file the
oJl@vv ng With the municipality or county in
—Wh ch the district Is located:

= *'5 Inltlal Report (within one year of creation)
-5-3-—.1;‘_ s Annual Notice of Any Changes

- ® Updated Report (every five years)
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- Jrrnm/ o) rxe S alie not ied Wi e local geverning
oKLY (! {y Clerk or Clerk of the Circuit Court) in
Wi CIRGIES district is located .
SRREU) szwrrfe Agent & Office

R tj‘[a; ‘Public Meeting Schedule
=SPublic Facilities Reports

"_—-|- -\_._q—-'_

" Or any. of these with the appropriate state agency . . .

= —.""—_,-"'

= f:: " Annual Financial Audit Report

p—
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—— T Annual Financial Report

-~ — Bond Reports

— Creation Document & Map, as amended
— Retirement System Reports
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SEStEEr Agency or local general BUIPOSE
O\/Hfﬂff nt notifies the Special District
erormﬁ |0n Program

- P Q;; =am mails a certified technical assistance
__;_'_ - '..;s' er 1o the district and coordinates a time
F.‘: extensmn to comply

© If directed by the Joint Legislative Auditing
Committee, Program initiates legal proceedings
through the Circuit Court



T

-

gl

> Avolel “Fail|tfeRie) Comply” in the first place!

— Yleuee Jh £ you understand reporting reguirements

= Mrlmrc 1 a technical assistance contact list and use it
vv_r 1tin doubt

S @f_te_deadhnes on a calendar

'ﬁ‘ problems arise, inform the appropriate agencies in

_._
—

—_tf__“ “wrltlng and copy the Special District Information
-~ Pregram and Joint Legislative Auditing Committee

JI Jreto 6@_131@}{* ﬁ

—




Department of Community Affairs
Special District Information Program

2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2100
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